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A welcoming, diverse, and supportive learning community empowering students to pursue their academic, artistic, and athletic passions.

NATHANIEL “BUDDY” BRYANT EAGLE PROMISE SCHOLARSHIP
OAK HALL SCHOOL - GAINESVILLE, FL

Starting in the 2025-26 academic year, Oak Hall School launched the Nathaniel Buddy Bryant Eagle
Promise Scholarship. This scholarship provides a full, need-based award to one new (non—Oak Hall)
incoming 9th-grade student each year, offering a deserving student the opportunity to join and
thrive within the Oak Hall community.

This scholarship reflects the school’s commitment to supporting students as they pursue their
passions and develop their full potential. It also advances Oak Hall’s strategic plan and mission to
be “a welcoming, diverse, and supportive learning community empowering students to pursue their
academic, artistic, and athletic passions.”

The award is named in honor of Buddy Bryant, who joined Oak Hall in 1997 as a school bus driver
and later served as Transportation Coordinator. Even after stepping away from that role,

Buddy remained a vital part of our community, supporting athletics through his dedication to game
day operations. For nearly 30 years, Buddy was a fixture on campus; reliable, caring, and always
focused on others. His steadfast presence and selfless service exemplify the very best of Oak Hall’s
spirit. Before his time at Oak Hall, he built a long career as a route supervisor with Browning-Ferris
Industries, where he worked for 25 years.

Buddy grew up in Alachua, FL, as one of eight siblings and graduated from A.L. Mebane High
School. He was devoted to his family. He and his wife, Janie Johnson Bryant, raised four children
together, and his love multiplied across generations as he became a proud grandfather to seven
grandchildren, great-grandfather to eight, and great-great-grandfather to two.

To our community, Buddy was more than a bus driver. He was a friend, our biggest Eagle fan, and a

tireless advocate for the students whose lives he touched. His generous spirit, warm smile, and
unwavering presence left a lasting impression on generations of Oak Hall families.

Oak Hall is deeply honored that Buddy chose to dedicate so much of his time and heart to this
school. Through the Nathaniel Buddy Bryant Eagle Promise Award, his legacy of service, kindness,
and belief in the potential of young people will continue to inspire and uplift our community for
years to come.

Mr. Buddy passed away in 2025, but his memory and impact will forever remain a part of Oak Hall.

Thank you, Buddy.
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