Family Empowerment for Educational Options Scholarship

What is the Family Empowerment for Educational Options Scholarship (FES-E0)?

The Family Empowerment Scholarship for Educational Options (FES-EO) is a state funded scholarship that

provides students (regardless of household income) who are residents of Florida and eligible to enroll in a K-12
school, a scholarship to attend a private institution.

What is the average award amount?

Average award amount varies based on the county of residence and grade level of the student. The first
school year that a student will be eligible for the scholarship is the 2026-27 School Year. Below is the

estimated average amount that an Alachua County Resident may be awarded next year:

Grades K-3- $8,193 Grades 4-8- $7,613 Grades 9-12- $7,462

Where can | apply?

Oak Hall School only accepts the FES-EO from Step Up for Students. For assistance in applying for the
scholarship, follow the step-by-step application guide provided by Step Up for Students. If you prefer a

video format, scan the QR code on the right. If you prefer to read through the slideshow document,
please scan the QR code to the left.

SLIDESHOW

What do | do once my student is awarded a scholarship?

Submit your Award ID screenshot to our school Scholarship Advisor, Taylor Smith via email

(tsmith@oakhall.org). If you have never applied for a state scholarship, the deadline to apply and submit

your Award ID to Oak Hall is November 15 of the school year that you intend to receive scholarship
funds for.

NOTE: Oak Hall School currently accepts this funding, but that is subject to change.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2vB408eFCKk&t=465s
https://go.stepupforstudents.org/hubfs/CR%20External%20Training%202024/_FTC%20FES-EO%20PEP%20New%20Application%20%2025-26%20SY.pdf

What are my responsibilities as a parent?

1. Agreeing to have Step Up for Students commit scholarship funds on behalf of the student to be put
towards Oak Hall School tuition and fees before using scholarship account funds for additional
authorized uses.

2. Approving each payment made to the private school prior to deposit of funds.

3. Applying or renewing participation in the program and providing any necessary documentation in
support of the application or renewal, meeting deadlines, and other requirements established by Step
Up for Students.

4. Ensuring that students do not miss over 10% of the days of school for it may affect scholarship
funding. Understand that Oak Hall School is required to report attendance. For a severe long-term

illness, there is a deferment process through Step Up for Students.

What will happen if my child does not receive the full scholarship amount?

Depending on the date that your scholarship is fully approved and all required documentation is
completed, applicants may lose part of their scholarship funding. Oak Hall School does not have this
information. If your student does not receive the full scholarship amount or loses his/her scholarship for

any reason, the parent will be responsible to pay the school any amount not received.

What it | plan to pay my full tuition annually?

If you are a full-pay family and plan to pay your tuition when you receive the scholarship, we will refund
the amount of the scholarship once you have provided evidence of the approval to the school and we
have received the amount of funding awarded. This may not occur until August. If your scholarship
approval occurs or is not fully processed until after the start of school we may not refund the full amount
of the scholarship until we know if the scholarship is going to be prorated by the scholarship funding
organization. If you fail to approve any Step Up payments, you will be responsible for the missing

funding.

What it | plan to pay my tuition semi-annually, quarterly, or monthly?

If you plan to use any of our other payment methods, we will adjust your monthly payment schedule

once you have been awarded the scholarship and have provided evidence of the approval to the school. If
your scholarship approval occurs or is not fully processed until after the start of school we may not adjust
your bill for the full amount of the scholarship until we know if the scholarship is going to be prorated by
the scholarship funding organization. If you fail to approve any Step Up payments, you will be

responsible for the missing funding.




What if | also plan to receive financial aid?
All financial aid students are required to apply for a FES-EO scholarship. The amount of scholarship will

show as an additional source of income on your financial aid application. If your student is currently
receiving a FES-UA scholarship, you will need to let the school know and this may affect the amount of

tinancial aid that you receive from the school.

Does Oak Hall accept any other state-funded scholarships?

Oak Hall School does not accept direct funds from the following but not limited to HOPE, Family
Empowerment Scholarship—Unique Abilities (FES-UA), or any AAA Scholarship. If your student has
received this scholarship there are other expenses that may be eligible for reimbursement. Please contact

your provider for more information.

Does 0ak Hall accept scholarships through AAA Scholarship Funding Organization?

Oak Hall School does not accept direct funding from the AAA Scholarship Funding Organization. If you
have applied through their platform, you will need to decline the scholarship and reapply using Step Up
for Students.

Do you have any other questions on the FES-E0? CLICK HERE

Using the QR code to the right, you can set up a meeting with our school’s

Scholarship Advisor, Taylor Smith. She will meet with you virtually or in-person to

talk with you about how accepting this scholarship affects your family. If there are
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not times available that work for your family’s schedule, feel free to send her an
email at tsmith@oakhall.org or give her a call at (352)-332-3609, Ext. 312.
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https://outlook.office.com/bookwithme/user/3dbad748fd704b0fa15f4a28fd967eb1%40oakhall.org?anonymous&ismsaljsauthenabled

